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Friskney Decoy Wood 

Starting from the Fodder Dyke follow 
the path across the fields to the reserve 
entrance. The access path was made 
wide enough for a horse and cart to 
carry grain to "feed-up" the decoy. 

Just inside the reserve entrance is a 
small open area with a hut. Buddleia 
bushes grow here and in late summer 
their flowers attract many butterflies, 
mostly small tortoiseshell, peacock and 
red admiral. Follow the path indicated. 
As you enter the wood the peaty soil is 
dominated by bracken, but the climbing 
corydalis grows beneath the fronds. Its 
intricate creamy flowers repay closer 
examination. On the right of the path 
there are Scots pine, which provide 
feeding ground for goldcrest and various 
tits; to the left are some sycamores of 
unusually great size. 

A little further on and to the north you 
will see farmland that is at a lower level 
than the reserve due to shrinkage 
caused by drainage, oxidation of the 
peat and cultivation. The peat of the 
reserve has also shrunk somewhat, 
leaving the roots of many trees exposed 
and vulnerable to windblow. The path 
turns sharply south and, further along, 
common buckler-fern takes over from 
bracken as the dominant ground cover. 
The path weaves through a stand of 
Norway spruce, where tawny owls are 
often heard or seen. 

In the south-east corner of the reserve 
a small nursery plot will be found where 
young trees are grown for planting out 
on the reserve. 

The route then passes through an area 
with ash, birch, larch and alder. Look for 
redpoll, treecreeper and spotted 
flycatcher. In winter siskins may also be 
seen. The path ends at the open area by 
the entrance. 

In addition to the main waymarked 
route, visitors may like to explore the 
path in the old south-east decoy pipe. 

Proceed quietly in order not to disturb 
any birds by the pond: you may see a 
fishing heron, a kingfisher, mallard or 
other duck, though this will depend on 
the current water-level. With more 
intensive drainage of the surrounding 
farmland and the low rainfall of recent 
years, the water-level in the old decoy 
pond has dropped drastically. However, 
in March 1993 the pond was partly 
redug and restored. The greater area of 
water has resulted in an increase in 
waterfowl and in the populations of 
dragonfly species. In August and 
September migrant birds use the area, 
while in winter, just before dusk, flocks 
of thrushes drop in to roost. 

Circular Route - 2 Km (1.2 miles) 


